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INSTRUCTIONS  FOR  PEDIATRIC  AUDITORY  EVOKED  POTENTIAL  TESTING

· Otoacoustic Emissions (OAE)

· Auditory Brainstem Response (ABR)

· Tone Burst ABR

· Bone Conduction ABR

· Auditory Steady State Response (ASSR)

Patient Name 






       Date



  Time

OAE testing measures sound “echoes” produced by the outer hair cells of the cochlea which is found in the inner ear.  These “echoes” are emitted and recorded when click stimuli are introduced to the auditory system via soft, foam earphones placed in the ear canal.  

ABR and ASSR tests measure the activity of the cochlea, hearing portion of the eighth nerve, brainstem, and auditory cortex in the brain.   ABR click stimulus elicits 5 waveforms, each wave represents neurological activity at some point along the auditory pathway to the brain.  Tone Burst ABR, Bone Conduction ABR and ASSR pure-tone stimulus elicits frequency-specific responses from the cochlea to the auditory cortex in the brain.  

 Prior to testing, electrodes will be placed on the forehead and behind each earlobe.  Patients feel no sensations from the electrodes.  For ABR, Tone Burst ABR and ASSR testing, insert earphones made of soft foam material will be placed in each ear canal to present the click or pure-tone stimulus.  For Bone Conduction ABR, a small bone oscillator is placed behind the ear on the mastoid bone to present the pure-tone stimulus.   

These tests require approximately 30 minutes each to complete.  Patients will lie either in their parent’s lap or on a bed.  These tests are highly sensitive to noise interference.  It is very important for the patient to relax and remain still during testing.  Some infants and children may require light sedation, which will help them relax and ensure reliable results.

Patients must avoid any form of caffeine or stimulant for 48 hours prior to testing.

If you have any questions prior to testing, please contact  the Audiologist at (540) 347 – 0505.

CANCELLATION  POLICY

If you are unable to keep this appointment, kindly give 24 hours notice.

A $25.00 fee will be charged if no notice is given.

